Gls Resist War 1 Then é and Now

By Susan Galleymore

Resistance comes in many forms: passive and active, individual
and collective, organized and unorganized, violent and non-
violent, and more. Our world offers examples of all of theseé if
we seek them. One of the best-kept secrets of our times is Gl
resistance against the Vietnam War. It took place in barracks and
on aircraft carriers, in army stockades, navy brigs, and the towns
around military bases. It penetrated West Point, spread through
the battleyelds and by 1971 had fiinfested the entire armed
services.o Like the resistance developing today, it began with a
few heroic individuals who were willing to stand up and express
the questions and understandings that the war was generating
among those sent to yght it.

Until the yIm, Sir, No Sir, most Americans had forgotten or never
heard about Gl resistance to that war. Today, thereés budding Gl
resistance to this war, the so-called Endless Global War on Terror.
It hasnét blossomed fully yet, but the ground is fertile and the

roots are deep. Indicators suggest it will be active, individual,
non-violent € and persistent. Gls in growing numbers are saying
finoo to illegal war, refusing to deploy, and leaving their bases.

Ofycial Pentagon numbers state that about 40,000 troops from all
branches of the military have gone Absent without Leave (AWOL)
or UA (Unexcused Absence) since 2000. Unofycial numbers are
much higher: counselors at GI Rights Hotline (1-800-394-9544)
report that over 75% of the calls they answer concern troops
already AWOL/UA or about to go AWOL/UA. In 2005 alone, the
Hotline answered over 38,000 calls.

AWOL and UA describe service member resistance: Soldiers (in
the Army, National Guard, and Individual Ready Reserve) figo
AWOL ;0 Marines, Sailors, or Airmen (in the Navy, USAF or
USMC) figo UA.0 Initially, none is a fideserter,0 as this describes
service members who never intends to turn themselves back in to
the military. AWOLs and UAs fully intend to turn themselves back
into the military T within the time period required by the military
branch. While many nuances pertain, the distinction between

AWOL/UA and deserter is not mere semantics: the maximum
penalty for desertion during wartime is execution.

If itds impossible to describe all the reasons why troops go AWOL/
UA, it is possible to highlight a common theme: incompatibility
with the military institution. By the time they go AWOL/UA,
most service members have exhausted the militaryés processes for
redress -- with little success. Most ynd the AWOL/UA option worth
the risk.

A few of the current Gl resisters include the following brave people
(listed alphabetically):

Agustin Aguayo, 1st Armored Division

After a year as a medic in Irag, Agustin applied for Conscientious
Objector status, and was refused. When he was threatened with
forced return to the combat zone, he went AWOL, then turned
himself in. He was returned to his base in Germany to face court
martial. Agustin stated, fil have come to believe that it is wrong to

by Lori Hurlbaus

liberties and human rights.

We call for the following:

based on continuing lies and disinformation.

We urge you to join us December 8-10th for a weekend of action in support of Gl
Resistance and Gl rights. Ités time for us to escalate public pressure and action in
support of the growing movement of thousands of courageous men and women Glés
who have in many different ways, followed their consciences, upheld international
law, taken a principled stand against unjust, illegal war and occupation and stood up
for their rights. Widespread public support and pressure will help create true support
for courageous troops facing isolation and repression, and help protect their civil

SUPPORT FOR WAR OBJECTORS
PROTECT THE RIGHT TO CONSCIENTIOUS OBJECTION
PROTECT LIBERTIES & HUMAN RIGHTS OF GI6S
SANCTUARY FOR WAR OBJECTORS

Objection by military service personsis a healthy and important assertion of democracy;,
particularly in a country where the decisions to invade, to maintain occupation, and
to engage in widespread ongoing torture, human rights violations and war crimes are
made undemocratically, in violation of the US Constitution and international law, and

Showing widespread support for soldiers who resist is one of the best ways those of
us outside the military can encourage the growing momentum of the Gl resistance
movement & a movement that has the direct power to end this war.

DAYS OF ACTION IN SUPPORT OF GI RESISTANCE & RIGHTS!

DECEMBER 8-10, 2006

We ask you to begin mobilizing your group, community and networks now. As well as
educating your organizationds members, please consider hosting a public event. Download
the organizing kit at http://www.CouragetoResist.org We will provide a updates and
a down-loadable mobilizing and education kit: a pyer and poster with space for your
local info/dates, a sample press release, background materials and audio visual and
informational resources - everything you need for a teach in or public event.

BEFORE: Let us know what youbre planning and we will post a list to inspire others, tell
the media and build momentum! Send to: courage@riseup.net

AFTER: Donft forget to send pictures and reports from your local action! We will post
reports to our website. Send to: courage@riseup.net

Use this action to build momentum and CONTINUED SUPPORT for soldiers who have
the courage to resist. You can do this by continuing to educate your community about the
Gl resistance movement and why support is crucial.

Join the many Canadians calling on the Canadian government to demonstrate its
commitment to international law and the treaties to which it is a signatory, by making
provision for US war objectors to have sanctuary in Canada. Let the Canadian people and
Government know most US people oppose the war and many support the right to sanctuary
for courageous war resisters. For more information about Canadabs War Resisters Support
Campaign go to www.resisters.ca

TELLUSABOUTIT

KEEP IT UP

destroy life, that it is wrong
to use war, that it is immoral,
and that I can no longer go
down this path. Because |
have taken this stand, | am
free even though my body
will probably be locked up.
This is something | can live
with. Something | canét live
with is being a participant of
war.0

You can send donations to
support his family via paypal
to HelgaAguayo@aol.com
or by check or money order
to: Helga Aguayo, 36838 57th Street East, Palmdale, CA 93552.
Learn more: www.AguayoDefense.org

Darrel Anderson, 1st Armored Division

After 7 months in Baghdad, Darrel was wounded by a roadside
bomb. He witnessed US troops abuse and kill civilians. He refused
to yre on an automobile containing civilians. He concluded that
the war is wrong. With the possibility of a second deployment
to Irag and at the urging of his
conscience, he ped to Canada.
Recently returned to the US,
Darrel received an fiother than
honorabled discharge (OTH)
without court martial. Darrel
stated, AFellow resisters é

if we stay strong, stand our
ground, speak the truth, and
stand up for whatés right we
will always be free.o

You can send a tax-deductible
contribution to help with
Darrells expenses.  Make
your check out to 6CKCPJ,0
mark it for ¢Darrell Anderson
Legal Expense Fundd or
6Darrell Anderson Family Expense Fund.0 Mail it to: Central
Kentucky Council for Peace & Justice, P.O. Box 363, Lexington,
KY 40536-0363. Learn more: http://www.peaceandjusticeky.org/
DAnderson.htm

Sgt. Kevin Benderman, 1st Squadron, 10th Cavalry Regiment,
4th Infantry Division

Kevin applied for C.O. status after a year in Iraq during which he
witnessed homes bombed and people begging for food and drinking
water from mud puddles. He saw the arm of an 8 or 9 year-old
girl burned up to her shoulder and heard the executive ofycer say
the unit could not help as medical supplies were limited. Kevin
refused a second tour to Irag. He was court-martialed and spent 15
months in jail. Amnesty International declared him a prisoner of
conscience. Kevin stated, iWe kill people in the name of keeping
the peace T an oxymoron if there ever was one. After months of
contemplation I concluded I no longer wanted to contribute to the
ultimate violence toward other human beings that war is.0

You can write to him: Kevin Benderman, c/o Benderman Defense,
PO Box 2322, Hinesville, GA 31310. Learn more: http://www.
bendermantimeline.com/

Sgt. Ricky Clousing, Army Interrogator

Ricky served as an Army Interrogator in Iraq in 2004 and 2005.
Attached to tactical infantry units during daily patrols, he learned
what civilians thought of coalition forces. He witnessed baseless
incarceration and physical harassment of civilians, an innocent Iraqi
killed by US troops, and abuse of power with no accountability.
Ricky pled guilty to being AWOL and was sentenced to three
months conynement, forfeiture of 2/3 pay while conyned, and a
bad conduct discharge (BCD). Ricky stated, fiMy experiences in
Iraq forced me to reevaluate my beliefs and ethics. Ultimately, I felt
I could not serve. lad rather spend a year in jail than participate in
an illegal war and be part of the machine suppressing Iraq.o

Learn more: http://www.sdmcc.org/rickyclousing/_ You can also
contact IVAW (Iraq Veterans Against the War) at P.O. Box 8296,
Philadelphia, PA 19101, 215.241.7123 or at ivaw@ivaw.org

Spc. Suzanne Swift, Military Police

Stationed at Fort Lewis, Washington and deployed to Iraq in

2004 and 2005, Suzanne was
sexually harassed and assaulted
by superiors. She suffered a
Post-Traumatic Stress Disorder
(PTSD) breakdown and went
AWOL rather than subject
herself to the horrors she
experienced during her yrst tour
of duty. Suzanne was arrested at
her motherds home in June 2006.

She will face special court martial for the charges of AWOL and
fimissing movemento. Suzanne stated, iWhen you are over there,
you are lower than dirt; you are expendable as a soldier in general,
and as a woman, ités worse.o

Learn more about Suzannets case: www.SuzanneSwift.org or write
to Friends of Suzanne, P.O. Box 51584, Eugene, OR 97405

First Lt. Ehren Watada, US Army

Ehren is the yrst US commissioned ofycer to refuse to deploy to
the Iraq war and occupation. Charged with ficontemptuous wordso
towards President Bush and conduct unbecoming an ofycer, he
faces over seven years in military prison. Ehrenés is the yrst military
persecution of an objector for First Amendment speech since 1965.
Ehren stated, fil [have] aradical ideaé born from the very concept of
American service: to stop an illegal and unjust war, the soldiers can
choose to stop yghting. [This] is not easyé Soldiers must be aware
that they are being used for ill-gain. They must hold themselves
responsible for individual action. They must remember that duty to
the Constitution and the people supersedes the ideologies of their
leadership. Soldiers must be willing to face ostracism, worry over
the survival of their families, and loss of personal freedom. But
they must also know that resisting an authoritarian government at
home is equally important to yghting a foreign aggressor on the
battleyeld. Finally, those wearing the uniform must know beyond a
shadow of doubt that by refusing immoral and illegal orders theyall
be supported by the people not with mere words but by action.o

Lt. Ehren Watadats vision is one of radical American heroism.
Will his words stimulate Gl resistance to war similar to that of the
Vietnam War? Learn more: www.thankyoult.org or by calling (866)
797-0967. You can send a donation to: Hawaii Peopleds Fund, Attn:
Lt. Watada Defense Fund, 810 N. Vineyard Blvd., Honolulu HI
96817-3590.

Meanwhile, service members will continue to resist actively,
individually, non-violently and with dogged persistence.

Susan Galleymore is a fimilitary momo and a core member of
Courage to Resist who supports the troops that refuse to yght.

Courage to Resist
484 Lakepark Ave. # 41
Oakland, CA 94610
(510) 764-2073
www.couragetoresist.org






